Your Source
 
Introduction / Genesis 1
All right, well, for tonight, we are in session three, which is your source. 

[Personal Story]

Today we are going to go to the Garden of Eden. We're going to spend all our time in Genesis, and in doing so, I want us to consider that for us, this is the beginning.

The Bible starts that way. In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. It's the beginning of the story of earth and the beginning of the story of all mankind, but it is not the beginning of God.

God the Father existed long before planet earth did. He existed with the Son and with the Holy Spirit in perfect community.

And their home was called the Kingdom of Heaven. And in that kingdom, there's light and life. There's joy, justice, peace, power, beauty, magnificence, glory.

It was a perfect place. 

And one day, God, the king and ruler of the Kingdom of Heaven looks over to his son, and he says, son, “I'm going to get you a bride. And here's how I'm going to do it. I'm going to speak into existence a planet. And on that planet, I'm going to create a man. And from that man, I'm going to create a woman. And from that man and woman, I'm going to create an entire race. And that race is going to become your bride. And one day, you're going to have to go to that planet. And you're going to have to die for that bride. Because eventually, I'm going to have a huge feast for you in heaven, a huge wedding feast for her. But before then and now, that bride is going to have to learn how to rule and reign, just like we do in our kingdom.” 

When we enter into Genesis 1, we need to keep this in mind, that they pre-existed before us and there was a kingdom called heaven. So, let's just read the first verse with that in mind.

“In the beginning, God—” Who was full of love, full of life, full of creativity, relationship, beautiful, magnificent, full of peace and power. “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”

He created the earth as an expression of what's in his heart. These are the things I like. These are the people that I care for. It's birthed from a place of relationship, love, and power. And so we see in the creation story, every day ends with that phrase, “and it was good.” 

“This is the way that I want to do earth. This is the way that I want to do the sky.”

It's an expression and an extension of him and every single day he says, “it was good.” When he gets to the sixth day after creating man, he says, “oh, this is very good.” 
And so as we walk through the creation story today, I know that it's familiar to most of us, but I want us to look at it through a freedom lens—the journey that we’ve been on.

Hearing, believing, confessing, obeying, and thinking of body, soul, and spirit. Because I want us to become aware of the trap that so many of us are still in, and God's plan to set us free.


Our Role vs. God’s Role

We're going to start off by talking about God's part and our part, because we can't get our roles mixed up. 

Role 1: God is the Source 

God's role is to be a source. Our role is to depend on the source. This is the first lesson in the first verse of the Bible.

“In the beginning, God.” 

He's the source of everything. He's the source of all the resources, all the resources in the earth, all the resources in the ocean. He's the source of all the stuff. God is the source of human life in Genesis 2-7. “Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground.”

Man is one part natural, and one part supernatural. “He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living soul.” Body, soul, spirit. If we skip to Genesis 1:18, we see that God is the source of relationships.

“The Lord God said it is not good for man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” 

God made Eve out of Adam. It's God's idea. He's the source of relationships. 

God is the source of Adam and Eve's purpose in Genesis 1-27-28.

“God created mankind in his own image. In the image of God he created them. Male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, ‘be fruitful and increase in number. Fill the earth and subdue it.’” 

That was their mission.

“Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” I want you to get the picture here. God creates man in his image.

He creates the earth. It's like a replica of heaven. God and Adam walked and talked together. And what God was saying to Adam is, “if you and I stay connected, remember they walk and they talk together, what you see me doing in heaven, ruling and reigning, that's what I want you to do on the earth. What's happening in heaven is going to happen on the earth. But the key is that we have to stay connected.”

Role 2: God Makes the Rules

God makes the rules. Our part is we obey the rules.

Genesis 2-8-9 says, “Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east in Eden, and there he put the man he had formed. The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground, trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”

Pause for a second. Adam and Eve had a way of seeing that we can't see. So there's a tree and there's life hanging off of it.

There's a tree and there's fruit that's hanging off of it, and it's knowledge. I've never seen that. You guys seen that? I've seen apples and oranges and stuff like that, but I've never seen life and knowledge hanging off of a tree.

And that's because the natural world and the supernatural world were one. There's a veil now where we can't see those things with our natural eyes. But for them, the material and the immaterial were one.

So they could see in a way that we don't understand. If we skip down to verse 15, the Bible says, “The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work and take care of it. And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the garden.’” Here's the rule. “’But you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. For when you eat from it, you will certainly die.’”

So God is the source. We're the dependents. God makes the rules. We obey the rules. 

Role 3: God is the Judge

God is the judge, and our role is to experience life. 

Imagine Adam and Eve’s existence for a moment. This is what we're all looking for: a perfect environment to live in, a spouse that's literally made in heaven for you, all kinds of amazing things to do to occupy your time, and a job that fits your makeup perfectly. 

This is their existence. Now, if you look at the roles again on the screen, think about this in terms of a parent and a child.

Isn't this what you want for your kids? You want to be the source. You're the provider. You just want them to depend on you.

They shouldn't be worrying about how to pay the mortgage or how to get school supplies. You're the source. They're the dependent.

And then the parent makes the rules. They're older. They're wiser. Their brain is fully developed. They make the rules. And you just want your kids to just trust you and obey the rules.

But when boundaries are broken, mom and dad are going to be the judge. 

Parents just want their kids to experience life—to just be a kid. Enjoy their environment and have fun, within the boundaries of what we know is good for them.

This is the setup for Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. And we know that it worked for two chapters. We don't know if it's 30 minutes or 300 years, but in Genesis chapter 3, it all falls apart.

Now remember, we're looking through the freedom lens here. So I want you to notice how the catalyst for the fall of man all begins when we insert another voice. 

Genesis 3:1, “Now, the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the women, ‘did God really say you must not eat from any tree in the garden?’” 

That’s a lie, right? This is how spiritual warfare works. Satan manipulates the truth. What's the freedom prescription? We hear, believe, confess, obey.

All of a sudden, Eve has another choice. We talked in the last session about the power of free will that takes place in her soul. Her hands are on the steering wheel.

There's God's voice, but now there's this alternative voice. But her hands are on the wheel. This is new for her.

What voice is she going to listen to? The clear command of God or this alternative voice? 

So the woman says to the serpent, “we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say you must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden and you must not touch it or you will die.” 

Now Satan shifts to an outright lie.

“‘You will certainly not die,’ the serpent said to the woman. ‘For God knows that when you eat from it, your eyes will be open and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’” 

Now the next verse, I want you to notice how Satan targets her body and soul.

The last session, we talked about how God changes us. God works from the inside out. Up to this point, they are connected to him spirit to spirit.

Their spirit comes in them. It flows through their emotions, through their thought life. There's life and power in everything that they do.

But Satan works from the outside in. So this is targeted at body and soul. 

In verse 6, when the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, that's her flesh—her body. She also saw it was desirable for gaining wisdom. This is targeted at her soul.

We all know what's about to happen. But can we just pretend like we don't for a second? Let’s take a big pause here. 

What's she going to do? Her hands are on the wheel. Is she going to believe God? Or is she going to believe the serpent? 

Of course, we know the rest of the verse says that she took some and ate it. And she also gave some to her husband who was with her. And he ate it. And just like that, everything changed.

Now, if we're not careful, we'll read that and we'll think, “well, they broke a rule and now they need to be punished.” And they did. But that's not the least of their problems.

Their biggest problem is their source just changed from God to self. I'm going to illustrate it here with a power strip. We're familiar with what this is.

Plug this into a power source. There's going to be power and life flowing through this. So anything that I connect to this is going to have power.

This is how Adam and Eve were doing life before the fall of man. Completely connected to the source, to a kingdom of life and love and power and joy and hope. No sickness, no sorrow.

They're connected to life itself. So everything that they do has that same life and that same power flowing through it. What happened at the fall of man is they unplugged from their source and they came over here to this tree and they plugged into themselves.

Remember what God said? “If you eat from that tree, you will surely die.”

Why? Because you'll have unplugged from me, and you're going to plug into your own soul. So they began starving their dependency on God and now they're operating on soul power, on the knowledge of good and on the knowledge of evil. All of that takes place in the soul. 

When we're operating in soul power, we're making decisions based on information, what we think and how we feel. The instant they ate this fruit, it also changed the way that they see. It's like a contact lens went over their heart and it changed their way of seeing.

Genesis 3:7 says, “Then the eyes of both of them were opened and they realized they were naked. So they sewed fig leaves together and made covering for themselves.” 

Here’s a question for you: How could their eyes be more opened? 

I've never seen a tree with life or a tree with knowledge, and they walked and talked with God in the cool of the day. How could their eyes be more opened after they sinned?

It’s because their eyes were opened to evil.

They'd never experienced evil before. And all of a sudden in their emotional dashboard is going off. Shame, fear, anger, guilt, condemnation.

They've never felt this before. So their new knowledge of evil is telling them, “you did something really wrong.” 

But they have a new source, right? Their new source includes the knowledge of good as well. The knowledge of good says, “you can fix this. You can fix this apart from God.” 

So they go run behind a bush somewhere, grab some fig leaves, start sewing them together. That’s the knowledge of good.

And this is the enemy of freedom. It's trying to fix myself apart from God. We disconnect.

There’s this analogy Bob Ham uses to describe this. It’s like they lost their glasses. But because they lost their glasses, they don't have their glasses to find their glasses. 

Soul power, trying to fix themselves apart from God.


The Branches of Good and Evil

The knowledge of good and evil is always Satan's strategy against us. The knowledge of evil is, “you shouldn't have done that.” 

“You shouldn't be looking at that stuff on the internet. You shouldn't be blowing your top on your kids. You shouldn't be lying. You shouldn't be stealing from work.”

But then the other strategy of the enemy is our knowledge of good which says, “I can fix it.” But the problem with the knowledge of good is that it doesn't replace life.

It never replaces life. So if we go back over here to the tree of knowledge, I just want you to imagine that there are two branches on this. There's the branch of evil, and there's a branch of good.

And this is how most world religions operate. The idea is if I can behave my way off of the evil branch, I just work my way over here to the good branch, then somehow that's going to tip the scales, and I'll experience some kind of nirvana or I'll get to go to paradise. But it's all up to me. It's all up to my behavior. 

Now, here's the sad thing. Many Christians do Christianity the same way.

“I got to stop doing bad things, and I got to start doing good things.” And we work our way over to the good branch. But guess what? I'm the source of all the striving.

I'm not doing it from a place where I'm plugged into the source of life. I'm trying to behave my way into good standing with God. We do it with our thoughts and our feelings. We try to use our thoughts to change our feelings, and we’re just arm-wrestling with ourselves because it's all taking place in my own soul. I am the source of all the striving.

Now, here's what's really sad. If we get great at behaving our way over onto the good branch, what we'll do is we'll look at people that are over on the evil branch and we'll say, “you know what? You need to stop doing those things. And you need to start doing these things over here.”

And we start moving them over to the good branch, and we call that evangelism. But we've never really connected them to the source of life. And then if we get really, really good at it and we get really self-righteous (notice the more I go out on this branch, the further away I'm getting from life).

If we go way out here, and we get really passionate about how well we're behaving, we'll start attacking people on the evil branch.

“Don't behave that way. Don't have that lifestyle.” 

And we use the Bible to do it. “The Bible says, the Bible says, the Bible says…” But all we’re doing is hurting them.

This isn't life and love. Something's off because God's not in that God spot. And now those people feel even worse because we’ve been beating them over the head with the Bible.

But then we go back to the people way out on the good branch, and they love it. They rally around that kind of behavior

But we're not helping. Here's why.

Neither of these branches produce life. They both produce death because it's the wrong tree. Evangelism involves introducing people to the person of Jesus—a person full of love and grace and truth and peace and power.

And I teach them how to hear God's voice. He will talk to them about their sin problem. We can't yell at people about their bad fruit. It doesn't work. 

Grace is always supposed to come before truth. Always. 

Who was Jesus the most gracious to? The people on the evil branch. You can read it in the gospels. He was really gracious to them. They were easier to win over.

The woman at the well, the woman caught in adultery, Zacchaeus. He offers them grace. He gets in their space. He's kind to them. And then when they put their sin out there, he covers it. Because God can cover 100% of the stuff that we bring into the light.

He covered with grace, but he never shied away from the truth. Who did he go after? The people on the good branch. He let loose on them.

“You whitewashed tombs. You're full of dead man's bones.” He called them “vipers.”

You know why? Because they never would put their sin, mistakes, and failures out there. You can't cover something that you won't bring into the light. 

I have a friend that says, “You are never in a more vulnerable position than when you take the position of self-righteousness.”

And that's where a lot of the Pharisees and the Sadducees lived, was in that self-righteous position. And so Jesus would blast them with the truth, but he was gracious with the people on the evil branch.

Freedom is the process of disconnecting from this.

This is our programming. Whether we're born again or not, this is our programming before Jesus. It's disconnecting from this, and it's connecting to the source of life.

So, for thousands of years after the garden, this is the human condition. And then one day, God says to Jesus, “You ready to go get your bride?” And Jesus puts on his earth suit—his body—and he becomes a man. Then he enters into the human race.

His first miracle is at a wedding. They're celebrating a bride and groom. They run out of wine.

His mom pushes him into doing this miracle purely so that they can celebrate. And you might say, that's kind of a weird miracle. Like if you're a savior from a kingdom of power, you should come in there and cast the devil out or raise someone from the dead.

But it's not a strange first miracle if you're a groom that's coming after a bride. It's a wink at who he is. It's a nod at the wedding supper of the lamb.

When Christ comes back and he raptures his bride, everyone that's in their robes have been washed white by his blood. And they're all in the kingdom with the king. And the king is throwing a party for his groom and all of the bride, and they're all home.

So his first miracle is at a wedding. And then he starts preaching. Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand.

There's that word that we talked about last week. Repent. What's he saying? Think differently.

He’s saying, “Stop thinking like that. Start thinking like this. For the kingdom of heaven, a kingdom of love and grace and power and peace, it's at hand. It's at hand. Matter of fact, if you reach out, you could just touch it. I'm right here.”

And then he starts telling parables. “The kingdom of heaven is like this; the kingdom of heaven is like that. And he almost always finishes with, “he who has ears to hear and eyes to see.”

Inner eyes, inner ears. 

In one of the parables he says, “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who threw a wedding feast for his son.” He's talking about what his hometown is like.

There's a king up there, and he's got a son. He's a groom. He's coming after a bride.

Some people are going to say “yes”. Some people are going to say “no”. But there's a wedding feast that's being prepared.

And then he begins healing people because that's just who he is. He's fully connected. He's an extension of that kingdom.

So there's peace. He overwhelms the things that are overwhelming people. He casts out demons. He raises the dead. Leprosy is healed. Shriveled hands are open.

He does stuff on the Sabbath because it's not work for him. Plus, he's trying to rock the boat over here. It's just who he is.

Then one day, the religious leaders out on the good branch, they come over to him. They have a series of questions that they're trying to trap him with. And he keeps answering perfectly.

Whose coin should this go to? Perfect answer. What happens at the resurrection of the dead? He keeps giving a perfect answer. One of the religious leaders notices that he's answering well.

You got to get this part. He says, “I can see that you're answering well.” And then he says, “What's the greatest command?” 

And Jesus quotes the Shema, the daily prayer of the Jews. He says, “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one. Love the Lord your God with all of your heart, your soul, and your strength.” And he said, “and the second one is like it. Love your neighbor as yourself.” And the guy says, “you have answered well.”

And this is a paraphrase, but he says, “Love God, love yourself, love people.” And then he says this, “That is much better than burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

Listen to Jesus' response. He says, “You are very near to the kingdom.” 

This guy is off the branch. He's about to connect. 

Do you remember the three questions that I asked you last week? I said the true answer to those questions can really set you free.

What do you believe about God? What do you believe about yourself? What do you believe about people? 

God’s Radio

The kingdom of God is a kingdom of love. Love for God, love for self, love for people. When you plug into the source of life and you begin to see things through the lens of love, and you restore your relationship with God, yourself, and other people, that's when you truly live in freedom.

Bob Hampton tells this modern-day parable that is so appropriate for here. He says, “The kingdom of heaven is like a radio.” 

Right now, in this very room, there are radio waves everywhere. If we had a radio, and we plugged it in, turned it on, tuned it in, we could play songs from all kinds of stations. The kingdom of heaven is just like that. It's always broadcasting right now.

Kingdom of Heaven is not far away. It's broadcasting right in this room. And if we aren't able to hear it, it's either because we're not plugged in, we're not turned on, or we're not tuned in.

So, I just want to say to you the same thing that Jesus said. You are not very far from the kingdom. The degree to which we hear God's voice is the degree to which we seek first the kingdom.

When we plug back in, he will speak to us in every part of our heart and life where we need to get set free. This is the problem that Jesus came to solve. Our disconnection problem.

He wants to plug you back in to your source. 


Reset Moment

Ready for a reset moment? All right, let's bow our head and close our eyes. 

We'll open with a prayer. 

God, I really believe that tonight. That the kingdom of heaven is not far away. And that you want to speak to every person in this room. We ask for a spirit of wisdom and revelation, that you would reveal the things to us that you want us to see and hear. We ask for you to speak tonight. We are positioning ourselves at your feet. We are plugging in. So we ask you Holy Spirit to speak.

In the Garden of Eden, after Adam and Eve fell, they went and hid from God. God came looking for them, and he just had one question, “Where are you?” He wasn’t trying to get a ping on their physical location, because he knew exactly where they were. He was checking about their spiritual condition. 

And that’s where we want to start tonight, is you just answering that question to God of, “Where are you?” In light of what we’ve talked about tonight, where are you?

Plugged in? On the good branch? Trying to fix yourself apart from God or partnering with the Holy Spirit? Locate yourself.

And as you do, if you’re not where you want to be, repent. Just think differently. Confess to God that you are changing your mind. Say, “God I’m not where I want to be, but I’m plugging in today. I want to get connected God.”

Now lets revisit some questions. 

What do you believe about God?

Is his kingdom love, joy, peace, and power? Is Jesus a groom that’s been pursuing you? What do you believe about Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? Confess back to God what you hear. Say, “This is who you are. You are good. You are love. You are kind.”

What do you believe about yourself?

Are you tuning in a little bit more to who you are in him? Are you the bride? Is he after you? Is he ransoming you? Did he love you so much that he came to die in your place? 

Can you see yourself through the eyes of love? Confess what you hear back to God.

What do you believe about people?

The people Jesus died for, the ones he wants to ransom to be part of the bride. The ones who don’t look like you with the same political beliefs or the same color of skin. What do you believe about people? Do you see them through the eyes of love?

Now just linger here for a moment. Linger in the presence of God. Let him love on you. Let him go to those deep places.

